THE CHALLENGE TO DEMOCRACY

CHA PTE R    I
THE  CRISIS
THE world is in a bad way. Increased productive power
has led to more starvation; and the general desire for
peace has redoubled the preparations for war* In
countries with a democratic tradition, the old faith
in votes is not what it was; and in certain other
countries, a political ecstasy maintains a gospel whose
advocates substitute for argument the violent sup-
pression of their critics. It may be regarded as offensive
to note that the world has been in a bad way many
times before. To do so might seem to underestimate
the importance of our own crisis; and crisis-politics
is popular. But it cannot be denied that the crisis,
even if it is not unique, is important.
There is a very widespread sense of uncertainty,
openly confessed in some countries; while in others
excitement is deliberately fostered in order to cover
uncertainty. Those who are interested in public affairs,
always a minority, seem to be uncertain both about
their enemies and about thek friends* Their enemies
may be hatching new -plots; and the best of friends
may not agree to die together. As always, the great
majority in all countries are passive. They take what